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Creative Quarter Manager’s Report
March 2011

	

	
	Action by 

	
	EVENTS
	

	1. 
	Next Business after Five – The French Trading Company 
Date to be confirmed.

	

	2. 
	Parnell Road Market Day – Saturday May 7

Timed for the day before Mother’s Day to present good excuses for present buying. Scope to have additional on-street entertainment if budget is expanded.

Discussions with Continental Cars to display Peugeot car in Heard Park and have Peugeot Kids Driving School on site.  Council approval in principle for this, pending confirmation of details.

Store posters to be delivered next week. Ads in Verve & Pulse magazines.[image: image2.jpg]


 Billboard planned for Shore Rd park.



	

	3. 
	Parnell Village Fair – May 28 or June 11
Postponed from original date of March 26. Discussing with Kevin Harvey wrapping this into same day as Parnell Waiter’s Race to create great event. Kevin seeks help to promote this.

	

	4. 
	Parnell Waiters’ Race  – Saturday June 11

Ideas to be developed pending approval of event agency assistance to include highlighting hospitality businesses in lead-up to event. 

Council will not allow Parnell Road to be closed (arterial road issues likely to include problems diverting bus routes), so likely to use same course set up as last year’s.  

Budget requirement likely to be $14k - $20k (includes advertising in Metro Magazine and/or Herald Canvas).

	

	5. 
	RWC2011 – September/October
Second meeting with member panel to refine ideas developed in first meeting. Some initial costings done for idea to be proposed to committee for a display in Heard Park.
 
Objectives: to develop ideas for events and street decoration AND ideas for helping Parnell businesses to make the most of RWC2011 opportunities

Parnell allocated Wales in Council’s “Adopt-a-second-team” scheme. Catalog of available promotional and decorative materials late coming from Council. 

	

	6. 
	Xmas 2011 – mid November – Xmas
The committee decided, at the meeting held on March 31, to engage a designer to  develop Christmas decoration design and installation. Brief sent to Ton van der Veer as per committee instructions.


	

	
	Other

	

	1. 
	New Parnell News format
New template developed to freshen Parnell News and make this easier to create and publish.

	

	2. 
	Easter in Parnell – April 22 – 25
Easter fact sheet delivered to retailers giving details on trading restrictions and Parnell’s exemption to trade on Easter Sunday. Special Easter page developed (access from home page of www.parnell.net.nz ) to highlight Parnell shops trading over Easter. This info will be sent to i-Sites and Auckland hotel concierges.

Although most shops will be open on Easter Saturday (a normal trading day), few will be open for the remainder of the Easter break, with Anzac Day trading restrictions on Monday deterring many from opening from 1pm only on Monday. A number of cafés and restaurants will trade on other Easter days.
	


	
	Council

	

	1.
	Changes to Auckland Bus Routes - feedback sought 15 April

Feedback sought from Parnell Inc. by April 15. Member comment sought via Parnell News with starting point for feedback (as emailed to committee), that: 

Parnell Inc.’s starting position in this week’s newsletter:

Parnell Inc. has no objections to the proposed new routes given that, together, the new Link and Outer Loop routes (supplemented with the central city bus route along Queen Street) will provide good access between the CBD and Parnell;

However, we see this as an opportunity for Auckland to enhance its bus services, particularly for tourists, by providing:

1. Greatly improved signage at the Outer Loop’s Britomart stop indicating where to catch the bus to Parnell -  a key tourist destination.

2. Either integrated ticketing to allow people to easily change buses between the Link and Outer Loop (for example, to make it easier for people who might want to come from Britomart to Parnell on the Outer Loop, and then transfer to the Link to return to the CBD via Wellesley Street) or bus travel day passes to facilitate travel around the city.   

	


	2.
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Auckland Plan (and various associated plans)

Parnell Inc should make submissions, on behalf of members, to the various planning documents now available for comment towards the Auckland Plan. The comments are then incorporated in various Draft versions, which will then be open to public consultation (July/August) before the final versions are drawn up.

This is Parnell Inc.’s opportunity to put forward its wish list for Parnell including addition of amenities, changes to zoning, changes to Council bylaws etc. While it is appropriate for Parnell Inc. to provide comment on issues affecting members in the current BID area, it is also an opportunity to provide input to areas the BID wishes to eventually incorporate.

Waitemata Plan – key objectives and priorities listed here
http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/SiteCollectionDocuments/summarywaitemata.pdf
Invitation to submit wish list to Waitemata Local Board.

Auckland City Centre Masterplan – discussion document ( very relevant to Parnell) 

From this stakeholder engagement and further concurrent analysis of existing, refreshed and new research data, a draft action focused City Centre Masterplan will be developed. The draft City Centre Masterplan will be released in July/August 2011. It will be supported by a number of papers which will provide the full technical and economic rationale for the proposals contained within the draft masterplan document.
http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/SiteCollectionDocuments/aboutcouncil/committees/aucklandfuturevisioncommittee/meetings/aucklandfuturevisioncommagitem1220110405.pdf

Auckland Plan – discussion document
Opportunity to submit comments here: http://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/EN/AboutCouncil/PlansPoliciesPublications/theaucklandplan/discussiondocument/Pages/home.aspx

It will be necessary to review the previous Parnell Centre Plan (http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz/council/documents/district/updates/t077/Pm077.pdf - copy also on file at Parnell Inc.) to ensure that earlier valued initiatives and rulings are not lost.


	

	3. 
	Town Centre Tidy Ups for RWC2011  - sign up by April 21

As a BID and participant in the adopt-a-second-team programme, Parnell Inc. is invited to participate in this initiative to ensure Auckland’s town centres look great.

Council isn’t providing any resource for this beyond project coordination (although rubbish removal has been requested). Other Parnell groups (Parnell Community Committee, Parnell Rotary, Parnell Trust) are likely to be keen contributors to this initiative.

	


	4. 
	Proposed Birdwood Cres. traffic island – feedback by 28 April
Council is seeking public feedback to concerns I raised a few years ago now for pedestrian safety crossing (lower) Birdwood Crescent on Parnell Road. The initial suggestion was for a pedestrian crossing, which would also serve the purpose of providing a visual cue for visitors to continue walking up Parnell Road to walk past retailers at the top end of Parnell Road. Council proposes a traffic island.

Council is approaching property owners directly. Parnell Inc will distribute the letter (attached) to businesses nearby. Council’s observations confirm our earlier concerns:

Birdwood Crescent Proposed Safety Improvements 
As part of the region-wide Safety Improvement Programme, Auckland Transport has investigated the concerns raised by Parnell Inc. regarding the lack of pedestrian facility to cross Birdwood Crescent near its intersection with Parnell Road. 


This intersection is located within the shopping area of Parnell Town Centre and has both high pedestrians and traffic volumes. Currently, there are no facilities at the northern end of Birdwood Crescent for pedestrians to cross safely. Furthermore, it is noted that parked vehicles near the intersection restrict the visibility between pedestrians and oncoming traffic left turning into Birdwood Crescent. 


Our investigation also identified that vehicles tend to approach this intersection at relatively high speed as the intersection is very wide. Also, it was observed that vehicles turning from Parnell Road crossed over the centerline during turning manoeuvres. This is particularly dangerous to pedestrians who are waiting to cross at the centerline, as it is sometimes difficult to cross the full width of Birdwood Crescent in one go. 

To address the safety concerns raised by Parnell Inc., Auckland Transport is therefore looking to improve pedestrian safety at this location by installing a splitter island on Birdwood Crescent.

The proposal calls for removal of one car park on Parnell Road to provide better line of sight for vehicles coming down the road. (A plan is attached to the letter.)
Other traffic issues raised

At a meeting with the traffic engineers other traffic matters raised were:

1. Safety of Parnell Road’s pedestrian crossings. Council is aware of the dangers of some of our crossings, especially the one at Windsor Street. Members often raise concerns about this crossing having witnessed many near-misses here. 

2. Proposed traffic lights at the top of Parnell Rise. Traffic engineers are re-visiting the proposal to put traffic lights at the top of Parnell Rise in response to the traffic to be generated from the large number of car parks going into the new Geyser Building at corner Parnell Rd and Garfield Street (that must exit via Bath St/ Earle St to Parnell Rd). The situation will be assessed using traffic data currently being gathered (hence new traffic counting devices in many parts of Parnell at the moment).

Parnell Inc. and the community’s earlier suggestions for a roundabout as an alternative solution were again put forward for earnest consideration. There is compelling international evidence of the efficacy of roundabouts, which also have the benefit of being low cost. A roundabout at the top of Fraser Park could also create opportunities for an aesthetic entrance point to the Parnell town centre – while traffic lights would mar the approach up Parnell Rise, cause congestion during peak hours (and exacerbate pollution for neighbouring homes and businesses) and unnecessary hold ups during off-peak times.
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